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ERATOSTHENES’S CALCULATION OF THE EARTH'S CIRCUMFERENCE
AND THE LENGTH OF THE HELLENISTIC STADE

by L. V. Firsov

Using a sundial (skaphis, polos), Eratosthenes (276—194 B. C.) for the first time
defined with a high degree of accuracy the meridian arc Syene-Alexandria as 1/50 of a
circle and on the basis of the linear distance between these two points calculated the
length of the earth’s circumference at 252,000 stades. Comparison of this meridian arc
with others shows that Eratosthenes erred in his calculations by from 0.09 to 1.75%;
for the Syene-Alexandrian arc his error is 0.4% . The line and angle comparisons are cited
in the article.

Data from both Eratosthenes and Strabo’s Geography on many distance measure-
ments, and also other comparisons, set the length of the stade at between 155 m. and
158.5 m., the most accurate figure being 157.7 m. The author presents tables of distances,
the principles of the method by which they were calculated and the calculations them-
selves. He concludes that, at leas t in the Hellenistic period, the stade was a unified and
highly practical measure. The op inion that in different places and at different times the
stade varied in length (provincial variations) is hardly well founded. The data found in
Strabo show that the stade was the same length in different provinces and that the con-
trary opinion arose from inadequate use of the statistical material.

BOUTOBCKMIT RJIAIT PUMCERNX MOHET 1—1II Bs.
(UEPKACCHKAA OBJIACTD)

B pexatpe 1968 r. Ha xenom Gepery p. TacMuHE, Opagoro opuroxa Jloenopa, Opu coopy-
FRELEN 3eMILANOT0 IOJIOTHA 11 mocce Yepracenr — I pesenyyr 6xma ¢. BoiiTono Usnrupun-
CKoro paitona Yepracexoit odmacti HaiileH Kjaaj puMCKUX cepedpsiaubpix Mouer. Mecro maxop-
KH Pacnono;Keno mefasero oT gaMoL coppeMennoro lpemMenuyrckoro sojgoxpannanma. 1o
coobmennio HOpoHOTO Macrepa M. A. Haboxn, kaaj 00Hapy:;kex ropliKke, BePXHAs YacTh
ROTOPOro Onlra cpesama HOKOM Oynpposepa. B orBamax semun Geio coGpauno oxoxo 30
PHMCENX MoHET. Jlaanmeiimue TMOMCKH OBIJIM UPEKPalieHbl B CBS3H ¢ TEM, UTO MOPO3 CKOBAI
aemimo. I mae 1969 r., korma IPYHET OTTasi, yHalock co0parh eme oxoso 70 moueT. QGmoM-
KIL COcynia, & comanennio, me Gpurn mopmatel M. A. HaGoxoii u b Myaeii ne nocrynmian. Ta-
KUM oﬁgaaom, HII hopma cocyna, HE obuee WHMCIO MOHET B KJIaje He yeragonaennl. B Cre-
MOBCKRUE mapopHbil Myseit naxomumkn nepejanu 51 pemapuii, T. e. okono 509% COO paHHEIX
Mcl)‘ne'r, 10 ocranocs y HabGoxu, ocranbouie pasonIick No pyram. Cpejiil HOCTYUNBIINX B My~
SCH MOLET OKAZAINCH CIe[YIONTe pemapun: lomunuapa — 1, Tpasna — 2, Agpuapa — 5,
Cabuunr (srenn Appuana) — 2, Amronnua [us — 11, Mayerunu Cra pueii — (Kennt AHTO-~
Huga [lua) — 4, Mapra Appenus — 13, Jlynusa Bepa —2, JIyIHILIB! (3remn Jlymusa Bepa) —3,
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Kommona — 8 axa. CoxpammocTb Gosipmeil JacTH MOHET CpABHNTENPHO XOpOWAd, HE
KOTOPBIE 13 HIX IOTEPTH 1 NOKPLTH TeMIoif MATHEOM, ROTOPas frra yaeHa pa THeTIe.

Ilpesmeiimas MomeTa B COCTaBe Kiaja OTHOCHTCH 1o Bpemen: JlOMUIHAHA (e
95—096 rr.). Maaamas monera spbnra B 192 r. B KOHIEG mpanienus HommoAa- Moxetst my6-
JUKyeMoil yacTll Kiaja pacipejensaTcs M0 ppeMeHH UeKAnRH caepyIomuM 00pasoM (cM.
Taba. I):

Uz proii Tabunnel BUAHO, 9TO Dospmas 4acTh MOHET KJIafa BEI'Y
11 B. (44 na 51 axa., 1. e. 86,2%)-

BoiiTopckuil Kaaj mo cBoeMy cocTaBy HE OTIIIYAETCS OT OOMNBIMIHCTEA Kiaf0B PHMCKHIX
fenapuen, DaiijieHAEX Ba Y Kpanne i B Mojapanut. B Gacceiime p. TacMuH 13BECTHO HECKONb-
KO KiajloB puMCKux cepebpannx moret 11 B. R pynHELT Kaaj pUMCKIX jleHapues 0DHAPYIKEH
B 80-x rojax XIX B. ma xenom Gepery p. TacuuH Yy C- Kpuios Hopo-T'eopruencroro yesnd
(HEIHE He CYIEeCTBYET, TeppHTopus cela Oba gaTOIJIEHA IPH COOPYKEeHIIT KpeMeEIyreroro
BOAOX paHuNJNINa). Momer B cocrane aToro KiIaad GEII0 TAK MEOTO, 4TO, O paccrasaM, macry=
XU HoCHJH UX mankami. B HKmescruil yHnBepcheTcKnﬁ: Myaeil HmoCTYyINIOo 90 pemapues
Bpemenn ot Hepoma po Mapka ABpeius.; [IoCKOABKY B KJIane cofieprKanoch OKROJNO 2 TBIC.
MOHET I OHpEeIeHa IPUGII3NTEALHO 1/2o TACTH BCEX [eHapmes, HET [OTHOII yBepeHHOCTH
B TOM, YTO KJIaj 3aKaHdMBAJCA Jemapiusamu MapKra Appeaus (161—180) *.

Hejaseko 0T Mecta HAXOLKM BoiiToBcKOr0 KIaja B . Kanantaepe, Ha Gepery p- Tic-
MuH, B 1941 r. paiigen Goxpinoit Kiaj, copep/saBIIil He MEHee 1200 —1500 pUMCKUX MOHET.
HPOMG 00BIYHbLIX [eHapHeE, B KJIaje Haxojuniach CpaBH]lTGJIbHO penxas MoHeTa — jpaxma A=
pmama, yexamenmas B Top. Ammce B Madoil Aanm. Maapmast MoHeTa B KJjape — [leHa-
puit Centumnsn Cesepa 194 1.2

, Cromnenue KiagoB pPHMCKHIX MoHeT B [0
EUIHH\LI N OTjleNbHEIe HAXOKN PUMCKHX MOHET B 9TOM paiione cBUzE
T'saeMuna B ppesnocTa GBI IJIOTHO 3aceJCHDl, a MecTHLIe TIIeMena Obiiil XOPOIIO 3HAKOMEL €
puMcKoil cepebpsanoil Momeroit. 06 nnTeHCHBHOCTH TOProOBBLX cpsaeil Gacceiima TacMuHA C
LPUYePHOMOPCKEMI TOPOAMI MOKHO CYANTD HE TONLKO [0 HAXOJKaM PHMCHKHUX MOHET, HO
1l IPeKO-DUMCKNX MMUODPTHBIX majeamii. Kaprorpagupopanie MOHET 1 IIPEBOBHMX Demei
HAa TeppuTOopuN Y KPaNHL MOKA3aio0, 4T0 HanboabIIee THCI0 HAXOIOK CBA3AHO C INIOLO0POA=
HEIMM YePHO3EMHBIMI 3€MJIAMHA JlecocTenHO MOJIOCH Boc-roqno-EBponei'chwii paBHHAHLL, T8
B III—1V BB. n. ». ofuranan miemMena ‘IepHﬂXOBCI{Oii KYJIbTYPbI.

mena B 30—80-x ropax

anme p. TACMAH, 1O-BUANMOMY, HE caydaiiHo.
reIbCTBYeT, 4T Oepera

! B.B. Anromosuy, Omicamie MORCTH Mejagel, Xpansiixcs B HyMITSMATIe-
croM kabumere Yuupepeurera cp. DBaagnmMiipa, ppin. 111, Riues, 1906, crp. 13'1“1—3'1@;
M' 0. Bpaituencpkil, Pivcpra Mouera i repuropii YRpalni, Kuie, 1959,
erp. 148, No 352; B. B. K pom o 1k m 1, Huajpl PIMCKRIIX soget na reppiropun CCCP.
CAM, P4—4, M., 1961, crp. 62—63, N 505

[.O. Kapumeoscs i, Hiaj pPUMCKIX MOHET I3 Gacceiipa p. Tacym, HI,
111, M., 1962, crp. 136—140.
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A HOARD OF ROMAN COINS OF THE I—II CENTURIES
A. D. FOUND IN THE CHEREKASSIAN OBLAST
by V. V. Kropotkin and A. F. Prokofyev

Near the village of Voitov in the Cherkassian oblast there was found in 1968 a small
hoard of Roman denarii in a clay pot. The coins range in date from Domitian to Commodus.
The youngest coin in the hoard was struck in A. D. 192, al the end of the reign

of Commodus.

UUCJEHHOCTE HACEJIEHIIA HOBJIHEPI/IMCHOFO
ORCHPUHXA

Cpenn GaKTOPOB, 0KA3BBABIIX (0JBIIOe BJIHAHIE HA CYALOLI TOPOMA, HA BIIHOE MECTO
tjlefyer IMOCTaBHATL ero AeMorpadmteckne pecypesl ! u ux aumaMuky. Pasysmeercs, Haceae-
Hie ropoja He OPefcTaBaANo co0oll HOCTOSHEYIO I He3aBIICHMYI0 Beamunuy. KosnuecTseH-
HEIE JI Ka4gecTBeHHEIe C/IBITH B 3HAYATEJbHOI Mepe Ompegessinch TeMH M3MeHeHIAMI, KOTO-
pBIe HPOHCXONUAH B CONNANbHO-DKOHOMIYECKOM II HOJHTHYECKOM DPA3BITHII NPOBIHINH
B IIeJIOM, a TaK/Ke I APYTHMI 06CTOATENhCTBAMU: HEepeMeleHIIeM TOPrOBBIX IV Teil, m3MeHe-
HOAMH B afMIHHCTPATHBHOM [EJCHHH, PasMeIIeHIeM H HepeMemeHIeM PeJrio3HnX HenT-
poB 1 T. 1. Ho 1 AeMorpamieckie acuexTs ropofia I OKPYTH OKa3bBAJH, B CBOK 0Yepe/lb
ofpaTHOe BANSHNE Ha ero passurie. [loaToMy maydeHme WICIeHHOCTH HACEJCHIIA ropona,
€ro cocTapa, TeX M3MeHEHHIl, KOTOphle MPOW3ONIIN B TedeHue NepejoMuRX [V—VI Bekos,

OpeficTaBifAeT HeCOMHEHHEI HHTepec.

Cpasy e caenyer ckazaTh, 9T0 B HalleM PACIOPAKeHIN HOUTH HeT JIAHHKIX HaPPATHE-
HOTO, HanAPOIOIHIECKOTO I apXeoJorHdeckoro Xxapakrepa %, KoTopsie XoTsA Gl mpnGirm-
3HUTEJILHO MOLJIN CHDCOGCTBOB&TB onpegeJeHHI0 YHCJIEHHOCTH HacCeJeHIIsI OI\‘CIIPIIEX& 3.
Mo mamamy B. II. I'pengenna, ocymecTBHBIET0, KAK H3BECTHO, OCHOBHLIE packonkn OKci-
PIIHXA, TOPOJ] 3aHNMAJ B PHMCKOE BpeMms (a 9T0 mepHonm ero HandoJbliell TeppITopiaabHoi
oxcnancni *) oxoxo 2,1 kM B HHEY 1 0Koxo 0,8 KM B mupiuay 5, T. e. HeMHEOTIM Gosee 160 ra,
UPHMEPHO CTOJILKO jKe, CRONLKO 3aHHMajla AHTHHOA, KpynHeimui ropoxy Bepxmero Erpn-
Ta %. 970, eCan CPABHNTE C JAHHKIMII, OTHOCANAMIICS K JPYTHM ropogam Bocrounoit Pim-
CROI mMIepuit 7, memManasg mwiomans. Ho M He 3HaeM, CKOJIb IIOTHO OPUMBIKAJIL APYT K APY-
Ty moMa, KakoBa ObIa B CPeJHEM KIJas ILIOMANDL npeodIaJAI0Mero THoa 0MOB, KAKOBA

! CoBpeMCHIIKN 9T0 HOHAMAMI, I moAvyvdpom e CAyRIIa ONHAM 13 NPH3HAKOB HOHA-
Tist «ropom»: D. Clau de, Die byzantinische Stadt im 6. Jahrhundert, Miinch., 1969,
crp. 201202 («Byzantinisches Archivs, 13).

? O JaHHBIX armOrpadum o 0 BMECTHTEJLHOCTH OKCIHPHHXCKOIO TeaTpa CM. nojpoGaee
HIT:Ke.

4 Dro Owrro ormeueno C. II. Cuuramermaenm, KOTOPOMY HPHHAJJIE;KHT NEPBasg MONLITKa
usygenms cocrapa naceseHus Oxcmpunxa [C. II. Cmurade® dwy, O cocrase nacegenis
r. Oxenpumxa B epERle TPH BeKa PHMCKOTo rocrofcrea 8 Erunre (30 1. mo P, Xp.— 284r.
no P. Xp.), «Coopunk crareit 8 gects . A. Kopcaxosa...», Kasaun, 1913 crp. 238]. Xora
HAMIPOIOrIIC CKII MaTCPHAI € TeX Iop anaduTeJanno nomoanmacs (C. IT. CoHrageBmT eMor
yuaecrs Toapko gannbie P. Oxy., I—IX), nonosenne Mago M3MeNIIoC, Crenyer mogaepx-
HYTL, 410 OKCHPHHX He COCTABIIAET B DTOM OTHONICHIN NCKATOTCHIS, TOCKOALKY HI IJIH 07
Horo ropoga Bocrounoii PuMckoii nMmepnn mer GecclopHHX  JAaNHEX TAKOro poxa, ma n
CaMuM coBpeMeNHHKAM He Beerja Osuo napecTno uncio sxntedeii ropogos: Cla u d e, Die
byzantinische Stadt..., ctp. 162. '

' B.P.Grenfell, Oxyrhynchusand Its Papyri, B ku. «Egypt Exploration Fund.
Archaeological Report 1896—1897 ...», London, [s. a.], erp. 7.

51,25 3 0,5 muan no B. I1. Ipengeany (tam ke, crp. 7).

® E. Kii hn, Antinoopolis. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte des Hellenismus im rémi-
schen Xgypten. Griindung und Verfassung. Inaugural-Diss., Leipzig — Géttingen, 1913,
CTp. 24,

?Claude, Die byzantinische Stadt..., crp. 163—164.



